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Division 67:  Indigenous Affairs, $17 911 000 - 
Mr McRae, Chairman. 

Hon Alan Carpenter, Minister for Education; Sport and Recreation; Indigenous Affairs. 

Mr R. Curry, Acting Director General, Department of Indigenous Affairs. 

Mr S. Stylianou, Manager Finance and Administration, Department of Indigenous Affairs. 

Mr C. Vinci, Director, Heritage, Culture and Business Services, Department of Indigenous Affairs. 

The CHAIRMAN:  We are now moving to division 67.  The question is that in respect of division 67, the 
appropriation be recommended.   

Dr WOOLLARD:  Dot point 2 on page 1147 states -  

There is now a formally endorsed role for the department to work with relevant government and non-government 
stakeholders to develop integrated regional land, heritage and culture, and coordination strategies to address the 
needs of indigenous people in Western Australia. 

On page 1150, dot point 1 under "Management and Protection of Aboriginal Heritage and Culture" says, 
"Protected eight major Aboriginal site areas" and then dot point 3 in the same section which states -  

Improved the integrity of the Aboriginal Sites Register with extended sittings of the Aboriginal Cultural Material 
Committee enabling a large number of Aboriginal sites to be assessed. 

My question is,  can you advise in relation to GIA site number 18623, site name #Gulugatup, site record creation 
date 20 September this year - the area is also known as the Heathcote lower lands - what action is and will be 
undertaken in relation to this site? 

Mr CARPENTER:  I will provide that information as supplementary information.   

The CHAIRMAN:  We might need to be quite specific about that, if you can give the ACMC site again. 

Dr WOOLLARD:  The GIA site number is 18623; the site name is Goolugatup.  It is otherwise known as 
Heathcote lower lands.   

Mr EDWARDS:  Minister, at page 1147 under "Capital, Item 180 Capital Contribution" there is an amount of 
$314 000 shown.  This amount translates to an estimated actual for 2000-01 of $14 000, suggesting that 
$300 000 allocated in the budget was not expended for that purpose.  Could you explain the discrepancies in 
relation to the statements about the capital outlay for 2001 and for what capital purpose was $314 000 estimated 
in 2001?  Under what program was it to be outlaid?  Upon what capital item was $14 000 outlaid in 2001? 

Mr CARPENTER:  Could I ask Mr Stylianou to respond to that? 

Mr STYLIANOU:  The $314 000 refers to the expected leave liability movement between 1999-00 and 2001-01.  
It has arisen through the introduction of accrual appropriations from 1 July 2001 and was the estimated 
movement in liability.  Therefore there is no actual cash; it is accrual.  The actual figure expected at 30 June 
2001 was only a movement in the liability of $14 000.   

Mr EDWARDS:  So it was to do with accruals.    

Mr STYLIANOU:  That is right.   

Mr WALDRON:  Minister, I refer to page 1151 under "Coordination", dot point 2, regarding the $850 000 to 
support 21 Aboriginal community patrols throughout the state.  If we go back to page 1148 at the top under 
"Decisions Taken Since the State Election" it shows $145 000 being allocated there for community based 
patrols.  When I go then to page 1159 I notice under "Details of Controlled Grants, Subsidies and Transfer 
Payments" there seems to be a difference in the budget there of $414 000 from the year before.  Does that mean 
there is a reduction in the actual patrols that are going to take place?  If that is true, where would those reductions 
be? 

Mr CARPENTER:  Where is that third figure? 

Mr WALDRON:  On page 1159.  I may well be reading it wrongly.   

Mr CARPENTER:  I see.   

Mr WALDRON:  There was $850 000 last year.  I would assume that $145 000 is allocated this year.  When I 
got to that one, there is a $414 000 difference.  Is that going to be reflected in reduced patrols?  I think those 
patrols are good.   
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[10.00 pm]  

Mr CARPENTER:  I will get Mr Stylianou to answer it.  The brief answer to your question is:  no, it does not as 
far as I am aware reduce the number of patrols.  That $145 000 is additional money that reflects our election 
commitment to Geraldton and Kalgoorlie, the Aboriginal patrols there.  The other patrols will be maintained.  To 
explain that figure, I will ask Mr Stylianou.    

Mr STYLIANOU:  The $850 000 refers to the budgeted amount in the 2000-01 year.  The department has 
received an additional $145 000 in its budget for 2001-02 and the out years.  Therefore, our allocation will be 
$850 000 plus $145 000 for patrols.  The patrols is actually an allocation that is increasing.  The difference 
between $2 001 000 and the $1 587 000 - $995 000 of patrol funding is included in that $1 587 000 figure.  The 
difference is mainly due to a transfer of the wardens scheme to the WA Police Service.  That was mainly grants 
related and a few other miscellaneous grants that we have actually reduced as part of our move towards 
coordination.  In other words, we are reducing the grant portion of our total budget.  Patrols, therefore, even 
though it is increasing, will actually increase as a portion of the total grants budget.   

Mr WALDRON:  Mr Chair, through you, the amount of patrols will remain the same.  Is that what we are 
saying? 

Mr STYLIANOU:  They will actually increase by $145 000 - the number.   

Mr EDWARDS:  I want to get this quite clear in my mind, what I have been told.  It is additional funding over 
and above the Kalgoorlie and Geraldton funding.   

Mr STYLIANOU:  $145 000 is for Geraldton and Kalgoorlie.   

Mr EDWARDS:  As a further supplementary, where will those other patrols be utilised? 

Mr VINCI:  At the moment we have 21 patrols.  Those will actually stay in place.  That funding will be used to 
actually supplement some of those patrols.  There will be some additional money for Kalgoorlie and Geraldton.  
We are not reducing patrols at all.   

The CHAIRMAN:  Could I remind members that even though the minister might be deferring on some of the 
finer details, you still have to direct the questions to him in the first instance? 

Mr EDWARDS:  Minister, is there a list of those?   

Mr CARPENTER:  Yes, they are there.   

Mr EDWARDS:  They are in there, are they? 

Mr CARPENTER:  No, they are not in the budget but I have a list of them here which I can provide to you.    

Mr EDWARDS:  Could they be tabled, Chairman? 

The CHAIRMAN:  They could be. 

Mr CARPENTER:  Can we provide them by way of supplementary information rather than pull apart this? 

The CHAIRMAN:  That is fine.  Other committees, if it has been absolutely essential, have had them 
photocopied and circulated, but supplementary, if it is satisfactory to the members who have requested it, is fine. 
Mr CARPENTER:  What we are being asked to provide is a list of the patrols.  No problem. 
The CHAIRMAN:  Any other questions on that particular item? 
Dr WOOLLARD:  I was wondering, in relation to the Aboriginal sites register, if I could have a brief description 
of the process and time frame of site registration, but I am happy to take that with a supplementary if it is not 
able to be given now. 

Mr CARPENTER:  It might be better for you if we can provide you with some written material, I suppose, as to 
how the whole process works, rather than try and walk through it at the moment.  How about if I can provide that 
summation of how the sites process works, the registration protection process? 
Dr WOOLLARD:  With the process and time frame included as supplementary then.  Yes? 
Mr CARPENTER:  Yes, the requested information can be provided by way of supplementary information. 

Mr EDWARDS:  Minister, page 1155 under, to begin with, "Capital Contribution" at the bottom of the page, an 
amount of $630 000 is shown as capital contribution for the 2001-02 budget estimate.  There is no forward 
estimate shown under this item for any year in the forward estimate period, suggesting that perhaps it is a one-off 
payment.  Back up the page to the new works budget in the capital works program, Aboriginal Information 
Management Systems, $580 000, Aboriginal Sites Register, $200 000, and Equipment Replacement, $50 000, a 
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total of $830 000.  What is the purpose of the information management system and is it anticipated it will be 
installed and operational within this financial year? 

Mr CARPENTER:  Mr Chair, could I ask Mr Vinci to respond to that? 

Mr VINCI:  In terms of the information system, we have in place a site registration system and that has been in 
place for a number of years.  The purpose of this funding is to actually just make some improvement in that 
system to make the actual data more accurate.  We have about 18 000 sites there at the moment and we feel that 
with some investment in some new applications, software, and to make the actual process much more efficient, 
we can have a much better system long-term.  That helps the industry as well in terms of access to information.  
It will help custodians and Aboriginal people.  This is part of an ongoing plan to improve the information 
systems with the technology improving, as you know, quite quickly.  We hope to use Web based tools to enable 
more access to that as well.  It is just part of an ongoing program to just improve what we have. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Minister, can I ask in relation to that, does that upgrading of that information system mean 
that the system firstly is available publicly or to stake holder groups, and secondly does it contain geospacial as 
well as cultural information? 

Mr CARPENTER:  Could I ask Mr Vinci to respond? 

Mr VINCI:  The information is available to the public. 

The CHAIRMAN:  It is available to the public? 

Mr VINCI:  Yes, it can be inquired upon by the public.  In terms of the actual level of data at the moment, it is 
mainly the actual geospacial.  We do not get into the actual cultural information at that level. 

Mr CURRY:  If I might just add one comment.  There is a degree of information that has been provided to us in 
confidence by the Aboriginal community and those sites are designated as closed sites and they are not 
accessible.  They have been provided for the purposes of determining applications that are put to us in relation to 
development but the information is held in confidence, so that is not publicly available. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Minister, on that point there in relation to what Mr Curry just said, is the closed information 
made available on a confidential basis for the purposes of evaluation of native title? 

Mr CARPENTER:  I will ask Mr Curry to respond to that. 

Mr CURRY:  The short answer is yes; it is under certain conditions for the purposes of native title claimants, but 
my comments about it not being publicly available is that it is not something you can get over the counter so it is 
closed in that regard. 

Dr WOOLLARD:  Minister, when you register a site, what determines whether you come back as a number or 
come back as a closed site? 

[10.10 pm] 

Mr CURRY:  Minister, that designation is determined by the Aboriginal Culture Materials Committee, which is 
a committee of Aboriginal people appointed by the minister.  All sites need to be cleared as sites by that 
committee. 

Dr WOOLLARD:  Before they become closed sites? 

Mr CURRY:  Yes, and they would alert the department to the cultural sensitivity of that material.  It is an issue 
for us in relation to site protection, for example, is that many Aboriginal communities in fact do not want the 
sites physically identified because they are sacred and they are known only to them, so we have a bit of a 
balancing act sometimes with this information because when it is put forward to us, it is only put forward if we 
are able to hold that in the strictest of confidence. 

Mr EDWARDS:  Minister, if I could refer you to page 1159, "Grants for patrols, wardens schemes and 
community management," given that July 1 of 2000 the Aboriginal - and I know this was mentioned earlier on 
but I do not think it is the same question.  On June 1 2000, the Aboriginal Community Wardens Scheme was 
transferred to the Police Service, which was by a memorandum of understanding signed by the CEOs of the 
AAD and Police Service.  The budget statements of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services under 
"Major Policy Decisions" shows an amount of $250 000 transferred funding for Aboriginal Wardens Scheme 
from Aboriginal Affairs from the 2001-02 budget estimate with the same amount in forward estimates for each 
year of the forward estimates period.  My question is, Minister, is the transfer of funding of $250 000 to the 
Police Service for the Aboriginal Wardens Scheme included in that $1.587 million of 2001-02 budget estimate 
for grants to patrols, wardens schemes and community management?  If yes, has there been double-counting of 
that amount in the 2001-02 budget estimates for Indigenous Affairs and the Police Service? 
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Mr CARPENTER:  My understanding of the answer to the question is no. 

Mr EDWARDS:  Thank you. 

Mr MARSHALL:  Minister, I refer to page 1155 under "New Words: Aboriginal Information Systems", and then 
relate to a press release in Tuesday's Mandurah Telegraph, just two days ago, where it says that the Mandurah 
branch of the Department of Indigenous Affairs will be closed next month and the role of this office was to 
coordinate and monitor services to the Aboriginal people, and the elder down there, quote, "It will be a big step 
backwards for the Nyoongah community."  I ask, are you aware of this and are there any firm reasons why they 
are closing that office in Mandurah? 

Mr CARPENTER:  Yes, I am aware of it.  It does not, as far as I know, refer to that budget item that you 
mentioned, but that does not matter, it is part of the budget.  The previous Government, when the Department of 
Aboriginal Affairs, as it then was, was headed by Haydn Lowe, embarked upon a program of local area 
coordination in Aboriginal affairs.  Mr Lowe, prior to his appointment as the CEO of the then Aboriginal Affairs 
Department, had been the CEO of the Department of Disability Services.  Within the Department of Disability 
Services a local area coordination scheme had been implemented whereby local area coordinators took 
responsibility for coordinating the special needs and satisfaction of those needs for, on average, 50 people with 
disabilities, and Mr Lowe took that model for disabilities services into Aboriginal affairs and started on a process 
of applying statewide a local area coordination program whereby there was a proliferation of offices around the 
State with people in those offices with a designated area to cover as local area coordinator.   

What I believed was a preferable course of action, preferable option, was that we do away with the concept in 
indigenous affairs of local area coordination.  For one thing, I did not equate Aboriginality with a disability.  It 
served to reinforce the paternalistic welfare mentality whereby we needed people out in every town in Western 
Australia to look after Aboriginal people.  I do not believe that is the case at all. 

On a more pragmatic basis enormous amounts of money were being tied up and are still being tied up in office 
provision, often with only one person attached to that office and very limited capacity to do any real work 
anyway, so with the concordance of the new acting director general of the department we decided to do away 
with the local area coordination model and have a regional office model so that our resources could be better 
expended, so for the Mandurah local area office which had probably been operating for two years, we took the 
local area coordinator as that person was then designated out of that office and that person is now operating from 
Fremantle office, as I understand it. 

There has been no reduction in the number of people.  There is no-one sacked, but it was a management structure 
that was not supportable in the budget provision available to the Department of Indigenous Affairs and, as I said, 
I have a fundamentally different view, I think, of the requirements of the people inside the Department of 
Indigenous Affairs than did the previous Government. 

Mr MARSHALL:  Could I have a supplementary to that, just an analysis of what you call regions?  Down there 
within the Peel region and the countryside to have a head of a regional department from Fremantle could have an 
adverse effect for the country regional section or Peel region.  For Pinjarra in particular and possibly Mandurah 
until the train comes it is quite a hike for them to get to Fremantle.  Will that manager in charge be coming down 
into the areas as well? 

Mr CARPENTER:  Yes.  The person will be mobile.  I think the member probably understands the point that I 
make about the office structure.  There is no Aboriginal region called Peel.  That is a non-Aboriginal region. 

Mr MARSHALL:  They seem to be in Mandurah. 

Mr CARPENTER:  Yes.  There are Aboriginal people in the Peel area, but there are Nyoongah people all over 
the south west of Western Australia and we cannot put an office in every town. 
Mr WALDRON:  Minister, page 1147 under "Significant Issues and Trends", dot point 4, the Aboriginal Lands 
Trust estate land transfer and management function.  What relationship does the Aboriginal Lands Trust have to 
the federal body, the Indigenous Lands Corporation regarding buying farms, etc.  Is there a tie between those 
two? 

Mr CARPENTER:  Unless I am mistaken, there is no administrative relationship whatsoever.  The Aboriginal 
Lands Trust is a State Government body.  There is, however, some interconnection in that the Chairperson of the 
Aboriginal Lands Trust in Western Australia, Clem Riley, is the Deputy Chair of the ILC.  We do have this 
cross-fertilisation of organisations and often we will find that ATSIC commissioners are also members of other 
boards or commissions, but there is no administrative tie whatsoever. 
[10.20 pm] 
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Mr WALDRON:  Could I have a supplementary?  Excuse my ignorance, but what is the major role of the 
Aboriginal Lands Trust, just briefly, Minister? 

Mr CARPENTER:  Approximately 13 per cent of Western Australian land mass is what used to be known as 
Aboriginal reserves and the Aboriginal reserved land is administered by the Aboriginal Lands Trust under the 
direction of the Department of Indigenous Affairs.  During the 1990s a review of the reserved lands was 
undertaken by the now late Senator Neville Bonner and his recommendation was that all of the land held by the 
Aboriginal Lands Trust should be returned to or placed in the direct control and/or ownership of Aboriginal 
people.  As I said, it is 13 per cent of the State's land mass.   
It has been a very painstaking process, complicated, I think, by previous political attitudes in Western Australia 
which wanted to use the issues of Aboriginality and land as political issues rather than things that we could 
actually get sorted out, kept separate from any progress on the native title issues which obviously they interrelate 
with and often overlap with and kept separate from the Aboriginal Cultural Materials Committee work as well, 
so it was very difficult for Mr Riley and the other people involved in the lands trust to actually progress the 
transfer of the lands. 

It has begun to happen at a quicker pace.  On Friday of last week, for example, I was in Noonkanbah, which 
everybody knows has major significance in land and Aboriginal rights in the history of Western Australia, to 
hand over to the Noonkanbah community freehold title for their 265 hectares of land on which the Noonkanbah 
community is based, which had been an old reserve land controlled by the Aboriginal Lands Trust, so that is 
what the Aboriginal Lands Trust is.  Its role now is to facilitate the transfer of those lands which were previously 
known as reserves into the control and ownership of Aboriginal people or corporations or groups.  It is a big job. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Minister, just as a supplementary to that, the minister picked up the point that the member 
for Wagin first started on and that is the connection between the ALT and ILC and the rep bodies.  There has 
been some work done by the Nyoongah Land Council, as I understand it, looking at the interrelationship between 
ALT, ILC and the native title claims being advanced by that rep body and some discussion about the 
development of some sort of, for want of a better expression, holding trust that would enable continuity of 
community-owned lands across the whole of the Nyoongah estate.  Given that those sorts of things are being 
discussed, the original program for the ALT to disburse the land back to original owners within five years would 
seem to be wildly optimistic. 

Mr CARPENTER:  Unachievable, yes.  This is not the place to get political about those things. 

The CHAIRMAN:  No.  It is a very practical issue. 

Mr CARPENTER:  Yes, I know, but the point I want to make is that very little progress was made in the first 
couple of years because in my view the previous Government did not want any progress to be made.  There are 
situations where we have a native title claim and, sitting in the middle of that native title claim, there is an old 
reserve of which in many cases the occupants are not the traditional owners.  They are historical owners.  They 
are people who have come in from other places.  Obviously now that many of these native title claims are being 
advanced towards finalisation, we also have this other issue which impacts upon them.  There has been no effort 
previously to actually draw together all the threads and say, "Let's work out a resolution to this," and hence you 
are dead right.  That program, that timetable, is very unlikely to be met and it is unfortunate, but we are now 
making a lot of progress.  We have very good people in that trust.  Mike Collins is a person who has as much 
knowledge of land in Western Australia as any other person in the State and he is doing excellent work with 
Clem Riley. 

The CHAIRMAN:  I would endorse that, Minister.  As the former director of research for the National Native 
Title Tribunal, I had involvement with those people and I would say that they are top class. 

Ms RADISICH:  Minister, page 1152, "Management and Protection of Aboriginal Heritage and Culture", dot 
point 1, with respect to "Our Future Together" and reconciliation I am sure the minister would agree that in order 
to move forward with the reconciliation movement, we would have to genuinely acknowledge and accept the 
wrongs of the past, so I was wondering if you could explain to us what further reconciliation initiatives the 
Government will be pursuing. 

Mr CARPENTER:  Thank you for that question.  As a budget initiative that I announced in the Parliament, I 
think last week or the week before, from within the budget of the Department of Indigenous Affairs, not 
requiring external top-up to that budget, we have allocated $105 000 in the forthcoming or in this current 
financial year for reconciliation projects.  Essentially it will be for grants up to $5 000 so that grassroots 
organisations can come forward with their own programs rather than the State delivering down the programs of 
reconciliation.  Obviously we will support them financially so that across Western Australia grassroots 
organisations, small community organisations, can be supported in their reconciliation ambitions.  I think it is a 
very constructive way of trying to further reconciliation.   
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At the same time, of course, as the members would know, for example, this year was the first time in the history 
of Western Australia ever, as in first time, we involved an Aboriginal component to the official opening of 
Parliament House which I think some people did not see much value in but I thought it was a very significant 
development in Western Australia, especially for the Aboriginal community; not just for the Nyoongah 
community here and Nyoongah land but from all over Western Australia who recognise the importance of that 
gesture, should we say.   

We are formalising a relationship with ATSIC which will come to fruition.  It will come together within the next 
few weeks so that the State Government and ATSIC can be shown demonstrably to be working in partnership 
with a reconciliation agenda rather than the approach to Aboriginal affairs, as has been in Western Australia a 
rather ad hoc approach with little or no integration or interconnection with what ATSIC has been doing or is 
capable of doing.  So we are developing the concept of genuine partnerships with Aboriginal people and the 
broader community represented in many cases by the State but not necessarily as our way of trying to advance 
reconciliation.  I could talk for a long time about that.   

Also, as the members would appreciate, there are lots of initiatives going on in the education area to further the 
understanding of Aboriginality in Western Australia.  Across Government we have established an indigenous 
affairs consultative committee comprising of the senior executives of the major social service delivery 
departments, that is, this department, the education department, health, housing, community development, 
police, so that we can take an all-of-government approach to furthering the interests of Aboriginal people in 
Western Australia, as I said, in partnership formalised or soon to be formalised with ATSIC and other rep bodies.  
I think it is the dawn of a new era and I am very excited about it.  I am very happy to be the minister who is able 
to oversee it. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Congratulations, Minister; well done. 

Mr EDWARDS:  Chairman, to the minister, and while I do not what to take anything away from what he has just 
said, I am probably going to give him - and I mean this in the best possible way - another dorothy dixer because I 
think that is what that was.  I do not take anything away from what you have said.  In another life I was President 
of WAMA and I am always interested to see where local government fits into these sort of issues.  I take note 
under "Significant Issues and Trends" on page 1147 in relation basically to dot points 2, 3, 4 and 5 - and they all 
incorporate much the same thing - I have not actually seen anything in local government or anything to do with 
local government there.   

My question is that one of the roles I played as president at WAMA at that time a couple of years ago was that 
we brought in a consultative process within WAMA to speak to Aboriginal people, particularly down in the 
south west of the State, and we believed at that time that was a better way to go than the State Government of the 
day.  If we are being political, I am being political, but that was the way we say it.  I am hoping that that issue is 
still relevant of local government.  I do not want an elongated answer, Minister, yes or no.  Is that still current, 
that the State Government is working with local government on these issues at that sort of level? 

Mr CARPENTER:  I was not aware.  I must admit I am confessing my ignorance.  I was not aware of that 
initiative, but I will say that I think probably in that time period you were dead right.  You were going to get 
more progress through local government than you were from the State Government, but I would have to say that 
local government authorities around Western Australia who are very progressive, both inside the metropolitan 
area and in many of the non-metropolitan regions of the State in their relationship with the Aboriginal 
community and their reconciliation programs and so on.  We are developing a concept of regional partnerships 
which will involve all the major stakeholders in those regions and local government will play a vital part. 

Mr EDWARDS:  I did not actually see it mentioned in there and I think it is important that I do so. 

Mr CARPENTER:  Yes, you make a good point and I take that on board. 

[10.30 pm] 

The CHAIRMAN:  Minister, Aboriginalisation of some of our knowledge of in particular service areas was 
talked about, for example, Community Development.  I am just talking about significant issues and trends 
generally at 1147.  I am aware that Curtin University, for example, has gone to great lengths to introduce some 
degree of Aboriginal studies and knowledge of Aboriginal issues into every program that it delivers.  It started in 
the School of Education so it actually started with teachers.  I am wondering if the minister is aware whether the 
State has an opportunity to encourage the other teaching university - that is, ECU - to look at those sorts of 
strategic programs as well. 

Mr CARPENTER:  There is an opportunity there.  It is an opportunity that I have not advanced personally at the 
moment, but I think the member would be aware that I made a decision a few weeks ago.  I do not want to use 
the term "Aboriginal studies" because it is a bit misleading but I cannot at this stage think of a better one.  
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Incorporation of studies of Aboriginal culture and impact and sensitivities of Aboriginal culture will be expected 
and in fact will be a part of the school curriculum in all schools in Western Australia.  It will no longer be an 
optional thing that schools can opt in and opt out of.  All staff in all government schools will be expected to 
undergo some cross-cultural awareness training so that their capacity to deal with issues related to Aboriginal 
people is enhanced. 

Mr EDWARDS:  Minister, I just refer to page 1156 and to the “Statement of Financial Performance, Cost of 
Services”.  Under "Salaries and Allowances 2001 Actual" was some $8 864 000.  The 2001-02 estimate was 
$8.282 million, the difference being $582 000, and the difference in the FTEs from 2001-02 was 8, and my 
question is will any programs be discontinued because of this reduction of financial allocation and staff 
reduction? 

Mr CARPENTER:  The very short answer to your question is no.  There will be no programs deleted. 

Mr EDWARDS:  I have basically an A, B, C question and I guess it will be a yes or no answer, Minister.  Going 
into accommodation, again 2001 actual was $1.439 million, 2001-02 was $1.403 million and 2003 a difference 
of $36 000.  What does this provision for accommodation pay for and what is the effect of the reduced allocation 
for 2001-02? 

Mr CARPENTER:  My understanding is it is the change that I mentioned in relation to the number of offices for 
local area coordination. 

Mr EDWARDS:  Sorry? 

Mr CARPENTER:  It is the change in the number of offices no longer required because of our disassemblement 
of the local area coordination policy. 

Mr EDWARDS:  My final question is under "Equipment Repairs and Maintenance".  The 2001 actual is 
$150 000 and 2001-02 estimate was $120 000 with a difference of $30 000.  It has a provision for equipment 
repairs and maintenance with 2001-02 being adjusted for the $50 000 equipment replacement program estimated 
for 2001-02 under "New Works". 

Mr CARPENTER:  Could I get Mr Stylianou to answer that one? 

Mr STYLIANOU:  Yes, basically. 

Mr WALDRON:  My last question, Mr Chairman.  Briefly, on page 1151, the very bottom dot point, "Implement 
the joint state-commonwealth funded grant scheme for land care activities of Aboriginal controlled reserves". 

The CHAIRMAN:  The last dot point on that page? 

Mr WALDRON:  Yes, the last dot point on that page.  For the land care activities, will they be coordinated with 
other land care groups and Department of Agriculture, Minister?  What I am thinking is that you would not want 
it having separate little projects not working in because land care is about downstream, etc.  I guess I am asking a 
question but making a point at the same time. 

Mr CARPENTER:  Could I get Mr Vinci to answer that question? 

Mr VINCI:  I think the simple answer is yes, that we work with CALM and other agencies in those programs, 
also with Department of Agriculture I would imagine. 

Mr WALDRON:  Because I think it is excellent - 

Mr VINCI:  It is. 

Mr WALDRON:  - but if it was in isolation, I think it needs to work in with the other people who are doing the 
land care so they are all working the same way. 

The CHAIRMAN:  Can I  clarify, member for Wagin, when you use the expression "land care" you are thinking 
of the national program? 

Mr WALDRON:  I am thinking of land care generally, Mr Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN:  But under the national program umbrella that provides for that? 

Mr WALDRON:  No, not necessarily.  I have to be honest, I am thinking of land care generally.  One of the 
problems I think we have in land care is that we have a lot of different people doing a lot of different things and 
it lacks coordination.  That is why I asked the question.  I think it looks like a good program.  You want to 
coordinate it with the others. 

Mr CARPENTER:  I think Mr Curry can give us some information. 
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Mr CURRY:  Minister, yes.  You will notice that the money is not a lot of money so land care as far as our 
organisation is concerned, is really that coordination role and that coordination role means drawing in a whole 
range of players, programs, funding sources and options into that.  We do not do land care.  What we do is 
facilitate, encourage, develop land care strategies. 

Mr WALDRON:  On some occasions I think they would probably have a lot to offer . 

Mr CURRY:  That is right. 

Mr WALDRON:  That is right.  Thank you. 

The CHAIRMAN:  The question is that in respect to division 67 appropriation be recommended.  The question is 
resolved in the affirmative. 

Committee adjourned at 10.34 pm 

__________ 
 
 


